
 

 

MAGIC NUMBER 1089 
- By Mrs. Azeela Azeez 

(SUPPLEMENTARY READING MATERIAL FOR LESSON 2-ADDITION) 

 

Tanya and Mary are enjoying their school vacation. Both are 

tired of playing outdoor games. They decided to play some 

interesting Indoor games.  

 

Tanya: Are you ready to play a Magic game. 

 

Mary was excited. 

Mary: MAGIC! I love magic. But how is it possible without any 

magical equipment. 

 

Tanya: Bring two papers and two pens. It’s enough. 

Mary brings two papers and two pens. Tanya writes 1089 on a 

paper without showing Mary and folds the paper in half. 

 
Tanya: Write down a three digit number without repetition of 

digits. Please don’t share the number with me.  

Mary writes 987 without showing Tanya. 

 

 
Tanya: Write down the 3-digit number in reverse order. 

Mary writes 987 in reverse order as 789. 



 

 

 

 
 

Tanya: Now you have two 3-digit numbers, right? 

 

Mary: Yes 

Tanya: Subtract the smaller number from the greater number. 

Mary subtracts 789 from 987 and the difference is 198. 

 
Tanya: How many digit number is the difference? If it is a 2-

digit number, please add a zero before it to make it a 3-digit 

number. 

Mary: It is a 3-digit number. 

Tanya: Then the next step is to reverse the difference. 

Mary reverses 198 to 891. 

 
 

Mary: I did it. 

Tanya: Now add the difference with its reverse. 

Mary adds 198 + 891 and gets the sum as 1089. 

 

 



 

 

Mary: I did it. 

Tanya: Can you show me your number? 

Mary shows her paper with the number 1089 written on it. Tanya 

unfolds her paper and reveals the number. 

 

 
Mary: 1089! How did you predict it? 

Tanya: Dear, I think it’s the time to reveal the secret. 1089 is 

internationally used by magicians to perform magic tricks 

because it can be formed from any 3-digit number which has no 

repeated digits by following the above steps. 
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